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THE COMING THREAT: OFFSHORE FISH
FARMS IN THE GULF OF MEXICO...
HOW DID WE GET HERE?

CHRISTIAN WAGLEY, FLORIDA - ALABAMA COASTAL ORGANIZER, HEALTHY GULF
ANDRIANNA NATSOULAS, CAMPAIGN DIRECTOR, DON'T CAGE OUR OCEANS
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OFFSHORE FINFISH AQUACULTURE
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< Offshore Finfish Farming

Confined Animal Feeding Operations




Harms public health, the
environment & local
communities

Mass cultivation of finfish Antibiotics, pesticides &
in marine waters other chemicals

Places profits above Competes with
environmental protection, community-based seafood
worker rights, animal producers and providers
welfare, and social
responsibility.

Corporate control of our
food and oceans

WHAT IS WRONG WITH OFFSHORE FINFISH FARMING?



Environmental Risks of Marine Aquaculture
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RESPONSIBLE AQUACULTURE
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BETTER ALTERNATIVES

Prioritize species that are low-input
and low-impact, like marine algae,
filter feeders, and animals that eat
naturally occurring feed.

Provide the local community with
nutritional and economic benefits.
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Ensure policies are in place that
protect the oceans from being
carved into parcels and given to
private investors that funnel money
and opportunity away from coastal

communities.

Do not use genetically modified
organisms in the fish farms or for
fish feed.

Scale appropriately so that
aquaculture does not harm marine
ecosystems, wild fish populations, or
water quality, and does not displace
other activities, such as fishing.
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ADVANCING THE QUALITY AND UNDERSTANDING OF
AMERICAN AQUACULTURE (AQUAA) ACT

* VARIOUS VERSIONS OVER THE YEARS, SINCE THE EARLY 2000°S
INTRODUCED AGAIN 2021 — S. 3100 SENS WICKER (R-MS), SCHATZ
(D-HI), RUBIO (R-FL), AND MORAN (R-KS), AND HR. 6258 REPS PALAZZO
(R-MS-4) AND CASE (D-HI-1)

* WOULD ALLOW PERMITTING IN U.S. FEDERAL WATERS UNDER ’ -

|
ll (T I' . 2 :
NOAA/NMFS — NO MEANINGFUL SAFEGUARDS N A = =TI
e "
+ STALLED FOR NOW, BUT MIGHT BE ADDED TO A MOVING BILL 2 .

II~| e
« WHAT WE CAN DO: CALL/WRITE YOUR OWN SENATORS AND REPS AND " g g

TELL THEM “NO DEVELOPMENT OF OFFSHORE FINFISH FARMING.”

« SUPPORT HR 274 — KEEP FINFISH FREE (LATE REP. YOUNG (R-AK) PLUS 7 ===
DEMOCRATIC CO-SPONSORS)




EXEC ORDER 13921 — PROMOTING AMERICAN SEAFOOD
COMPETITIVENESS AND ECONOMIC GROWTH

* TRUMP SIGNED EO MAY 7, 2020

* WHY2 NOAA LOST LAWSUIT IN DISTRICT COURT — 5™ CIRCUIT UPHELD RULING IN AUG 2020; NOAA
NOT ALLOWED TO REGULATE AQUACULTURE IN US FEDERAL WATERS UNDER MSA

* NAMES NOAA “LEAD AGENCY” — BUT NO CONGRESSIONAL AUTHORITY
* REQUIRED USACE TO CREATE NATIONWIDE PERMITS — NWP 56
* REQUIRED DEVELOPMENT OF AQUACULTURE OPPORTUNITY AREAS (AOAS)

* WHAT WE CAN DO: PUSH BIDEN TO REVOKE EO — SIGN THE PETITION

* APRIL 2022 COALITION LETTER (180 GROUPS, 9 MILLION PEOPLE)
* BIDEN ADMIN SEEMINGLY IN SUPPORT




NOAA’'S AQUACULTURE OPPORTUNITY AREA (AOA) ATLAS

« GULF OF MEXICO — 9 AREAS
(INCLUDING TWO IN THE DEAD ZONE:
C-11 AND C-13)

« SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA BIGHT — 10
AREAS (INCL. 2 THAT ARE NEAR :
KNOWN DDT DUMPSITES) : ' .

e MORE TO COME — BUT DIDN'T GET e g "
FUNDING YET &
e CARVING UP MARINE SPACE INTO :

PRIVATE AREAS TO FAST TRACK
PERMITTING OF OFFSHORE FINFISH

AQUACULTURE



Notice of Intent To Prepare a Programmatic Environmental

SU BM|T COMMENTS Impact Statement for Identification of Aquaculture
BY AUG 1 Opportunity Areas in Federal Waters of the Gulf of Mexico and

To Conduct Public Scoping Meetings

A Notice by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration on 06/01/2022

W,
@ This document has a comment period that ends in 14 days. (08/01/2022) SUBMIT A FORMAL COMMENT

Read the 60 public comments @

® Tell NOAA that you support
the NO ACTION

ALTERNATIVE
® Link to Federal Register = AGENCY: Printed version:
n Oﬁ ce: National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and Atmospheric o

@ Administration (NOAA), Department of Commerce. RUbiceton ate:

https: / /www.federalregister. 06/01/2022
5 ) Agencies:

gov /documenfs /2022 /06 /O :) ACTION: National Oceanic and Atmospheric
] / 2 O 2 2 -11 5 6 4 / notice _of_in-l- = Notice of intent to prepare a programmatic environmental impact statement and SEISION

conduct public scoping meetings. Dates: . . .
ent-to-prepare-a-programmad The 60-day public scoping period

. . . s begins Wednesday, June 1,
tic-environmental-impact-state = SUMMARY: 2022, and will continue unti
August 1, 2022. NMFS will

m enf_fo r-i d e nﬁﬁCCI tion- of D In compliance with Section 7 of Executive Order 13921, “Promoting American Conalnr all ritan Cotrrrants

Seafood Competitiveness and received by August 1, 2022.

[) Start Printed Page 33125 Comments Close:

08/01/2022


https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/06/01/2022-11564/notice-of-intent-to-prepare-a-programmatic-environmental-impact-statement-for-identification-of
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/06/01/2022-11564/notice-of-intent-to-prepare-a-programmatic-environmental-impact-statement-for-identification-of
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/06/01/2022-11564/notice-of-intent-to-prepare-a-programmatic-environmental-impact-statement-for-identification-of
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/06/01/2022-11564/notice-of-intent-to-prepare-a-programmatic-environmental-impact-statement-for-identification-of
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/06/01/2022-11564/notice-of-intent-to-prepare-a-programmatic-environmental-impact-statement-for-identification-of
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/06/01/2022-11564/notice-of-intent-to-prepare-a-programmatic-environmental-impact-statement-for-identification-of
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https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.darden.com%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2021-06%2Fdarden_multibrand_logo_stacked.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.darden.com%2Fmedia%2Fmedia-library&tbnid=7kebZThUSpEG5M&vet=12ahUKEwjKmdP1o8H4AhV3qnIEHWISD5wQMygBegUIARDEAQ..i&docid=TmngjZN7KXoV5M&w=846&h=396&q=darden%20logo&hl=en&client=firefox-b-1-d&ved=2ahUKEwjKmdP1o8H4AhV3qnIEHWISD5wQMygBegUIARDEAQ
https://www.sysco.com/
https://www.merck-animal-health.com/
https://highlinerfs.com/
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fisheries.noaa.gov%2Fthemes%2Fcustom%2Fnoaa_components%2Fimages%2Ffisheries_header_logo_jul2019.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fisheries.noaa.gov%2F&tbnid=d2Xf1CO8iicAKM&vet=12ahUKEwjjlufDo8H4AhUfsXIEHXmlD7kQMygBegUIARC8AQ..i&docid=tjl3SsBEBkIGdM&w=650&h=260&q=noaa%20fisheries%20logo&hl=en&client=firefox-b-1-d&ved=2ahUKEwjjlufDo8H4AhUfsXIEHXmlD7kQMygBegUIARC8AQ

SALES TACTICS

* FACTORY FARMING = “BLUE ECONOMY”

* HARP ON THE SEAFOOD TRADE DEFICIT WITHOUT
PAINTING THE FULL PICTURE

* PRETEND IT COUNTERS OVERFISHING EVEN
THOUGH IT CAUSES OVERFISHING

* NET LOSS OF PROTEIN: MORE FISH GO IN THAN
COME OUT

* CAN'T FEED THE WORLD WITH LOSS OF FOOD AND
UNAFFORDABLE END PRODUCT




1°" UP: VELELLA EPSILON

* IN GULF OF MEXICO OFF SARASOTA, FLORIDA — ALMACO JACK m”‘
« HAWAII'S OCEAN ERA (FORMERLY KAMPACHI FARMS, FORMERLY KONA -
BLUE)
* EPA PERMIT ISSUED (NPDES PERMIT) IN SPITE OF PUBLIC OPPOSITION
* POTENTIAL LAWSUITS i

« EPA; USACE

@ Velella Epsilon Project Site

Approx. 27°7.34185'N, 83° 12.02291'W

? Nautical Mees (NM) Bathymetric Contours (m)




FISH FARMS IN THE GULF WILL WORSEN RED TIDE

Red tides are becoming
more frequent and
devastating, particularly
along Florida’s Gulf coast.
The picture at right is the
Coral Shores neighborhood
of Bradenton, FL.
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Update on community concerns re: Velella Epsilon proposal

NEAL SCHLEIFER, VICE PRESIDENT, SIESTA KEY CONDO COUNCIL
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http://www.fmynews2.com/

EPA hearing on Vallela Epsilon permit

Huge opposition to offshore fish farm: residents, university scientists, environmentalists, fisherman and businesses

Photo Timothy Fanning, Sarasota Herald-Tribune 1/28/20 Request NO ACT'ON on AOA’S
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EPA hearing in Sarasota at Mote Marine 1/28/20

100 expected, over 250 filled Wave Center, over 67 pre-registered speakers, almost all opposed,
except for those employed or invested. Attendees from Tampa to Naples.

The EPA received over 44,400 comments, EPA response based on inadequate data,
almost all opposed. not planned proliferation, 12 - 20

Area cities wrote Letters of Opposition: Sarasota, Holmes Beach and Sanibel City Commissioners
Sarasota County Council of Neighborhood Associations, Inc. (CONA), Siesta Key Association
Siesta Key Condominium Council, representing over 90 associations, over 7,000 households

Virtual People's Hearing on Industrial Aquaculture in the Gulf of Mexico
Army Corps of Engineers - USACE9/30/2020

NOAA opposition: Request NO ACTION on AOA’s Sarasota E-3, Fort Myers E-1, Tampa E-4
Most comments on webinars from our area so far

Sarasota County Commission Candidate Opposition

Historical Problems: Red Tide (millions of dollars lost), Tourism, Degradation of marine environment, Pride in area
Hurricanes, Cage escapes, boating, fishing, recreation, public ownership of federal waters

Preservation of marine environment and species, Blue holes: Amberjack Hole, Green Banana



7/

\ 4 \/v

MANNA FISH FARMS -
PENSACOLA

Christian Wagley, Healthy Gulf
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FWC photo by Katie Johnson






Rice's Whale Core Distribution Area June 2019
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® USACE and EPA applications submitted in April 2022
® EPA deemed application complete in May 2022
® Anticipated Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
under National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
® NEPA determination will be made in near future
® Public scoping likely to take place in the fall Q
® Cooperating agencies: EPA and USACE
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- THANK YOU

THANK YOU TO HEALTHY GULF FOR HOSTING THIS TALK TODAY AND FOR ALL ON THIS CALL!

INTERESTED IN TAKING ACTION?

* ACTION ALERT:
* TELL NOAA YOU SUPPORT THE “NO ACTION” ALTERNATIVE FOR THE GULF AOA PROPOSAL

WANT TO JOIN AS AN ORGANIZATION OR BUSINESS?

* Visit Members Resource site on the DCO2 Website or go to

QUESTIONS OR FOLLOW UP?
* JAMES MITCHELL (LEGISLATIVE DIRECTOR):
* ANDRIANNA NATSOULAS (CAMPAIGN DIRECTOR):
* CHRISTIAN WAGLEY (FLORIDA/ALABAMA COASTAL ORGANIZER):
* NEAL SCHLEIFER (VICE PRESIDENT, SIESTA KEY CONDO COUNCIL): \/
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https://dontcageouroceans.org/
https://forms.gle/cbFsJFv2GmXkzqvy6
mailto:jmitchell@dontcageouroceans.org
mailto:anatsoulas@dontcageouroceans.org
mailto:CHRISTIAN@HEALTHYGULF.ORG
mailto:anatsoulas@dontcageouroceans.org
mailto:CHRISTIAN@HEALTHYGULF.ORG

